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minate equations/133 The science of grammar
(Vayakarna) arose as a result of the study of
vedic texts. Geometry had its inception in the
rules laid down for the construction of sacrificial
altars. ** The nature of early vedic astronomy
is problematical, but the material which has been
preserved does not warrant the conclusion that it
reached any high state of development/133
Later Indian astronomy, however, shows marked
signs of development and arrived at scientific
data* The fact is that the Hindu system of
astronomy was different from and independent
of the Greek system* " No nation in existence/*
observes W. Brennand, '* can afford to compare
its latter-day tenets of science with its earliest
theories and cosmography, without a smile at the
expense of ancestors ; but the Hindus, in this
view, may, with not a little justifiable pride,
point to their sciences of Astronomy, of Arith-
metic, Geometry, and even of Trigonometry, as
containing within them evidences of tradition-
al civilization comparing favourably with that of
any other nation in the world/*4 Another
European writer suggests that the " Hindus had
* Tke L*g*c# of India, pp. 367-6a
p. 346.
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